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While Labor Day may end summer vacation, the fun continues with L & M’s trips north, south, east, and west. Pull out 
those comfy sweaters and come on board to catch a nip of fall in the air and the first glimpse of colored leaves. With these 
unique road trips, you will see the U.S. with new eyes and ease into autumn with good company and new adventures.  

CHECK OUT PAST FULL-COLOR ISSUES OF THIS NEWSLETTER ON THE L & M WEBSITE! 

SEPTEMBER. . . at a Glance 
(see 2015 catalog for full details) 

T H A N K S   F O R   T H E 

MEMORIES  
2 Wed Hersheypark 

Highlights: Great amusement part with 12 roller coasters, 
65 rides including 20 kiddie rides, 14 water attractions on 
The Boardwalk, visit to Hershey Chocolate World, & new 
family-friendly funhouse Laff Trakk. 5% for party of 5 or 
more, $5 off per child under 9; buy 10 get 1 free. 

    The pyramid towered over the L & M gr oup 

as they eagerly received their admission 

bracelets and readied their cameras to snap 

their favorites: Simon & Garfunkel, the Everly 

Brothers, Michael Jackson, Elvis. Through 

endless displays of artifacts  and films, rock 

and roll giants were alive and kicking again at 

the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland.  

 
Judy Martin said she couldn’t get enough of 

the museum, and it  didn’t take long for Garry 

Blum to find his all -time favorite:  

I have be en wanting to go to the Rock Hall  

since 2005 when my favorite band U2 was 

inducted. What a great feeling it was when 

I went thru the front door and saw the 

Trabant cars hanging from the ceiling. The 

cars were  used for lighting at their Zoo  

 

Tour Concerts in 

1992. If you love 

music, it is a great 

museum with all kinds 

of memorabilia and so 

many videos of the 

induction speeches.  

Just an awesome museum! 

     On the same trip, L & M went from this 

modern marvel by renown ed architect I.M. Pei 

3 Thurs Builders of the Brooklyn Bridge 
Highlights: Roebling Museum & village in NJ interpret the 
innovations of the Brooklyn Bridge builders & makers of 
wire rope/cables for the world’s greatest engineering feats; 
tour of Fallsington village, Meetinghouse Square, & three 
preserved houses. 1 lunch 

4 Fri Paddlewheel Lunch Cruise & Tanger Outlets 
Highlights: Sail the 65-foot Lauren Kristy Mississippi 
Riverboat in the Bay Shore Marina; Tanger Outlets at the 
Arches with 95 stores & eateries. 1 lunch cruise 

4 Fri Creating Camelot: Kennedy Photography 
Highlights: Exhibit at National Constitution Center in 
Philadelphia of more than 70 stunning photos of JFK, Jackie, 
Caroline, & John Jr. by Jacques Lowe, their personal 
photographer; Kimmel Theater film of “We the People” & 
optional visit to Independence Visitor Center. 1 lunch 

5 Sat La Gondola & Lunch—Providence, RI 
Highlights: Ride on authentic Venetian gondolas on 
Woonasquatucket & Providence Rivers, accompanied by 
live music from the gondoliers; scrumptious 5-course meal 
at Geppetto’s with tableside cooking demo & salad, 
calamari, penne vodka, assorted grilled pizzas, & tiramisu. 

5-7 
Sat-Mon 

Labor Day Weekend in New Hampshire 
Highlights: Tour of historic Rocks Estate with tea & cookies; 
Gorham Railroad Museum; summit views of Tuckerman 
Ravine & Mt. Washington in enclosed gondola up Wildcat 
Mountain; train ride past Moat Mountain Range; tax-free 
shopping at Settlers Green Outlet Village with 60 stores; 
Vermont’s Little Grand Canyon Quechee Gorge & Quechee 
Gorge Village with local stores, including Yankee Candle. 
Town & Country Inn & Resort; 2 hot breakfasts, 2 dinners 



6 Sun Pocono Garlic Festival 
Highlights: Entertainment, music, vendors, & garlic galore at 
Shawnee Mountain, PA, including garlic ice cream & garlic 
chocolate chip cookies! Stop at Pocono Bazaar Flea Market. 
Lunch on your own 

to  the  1915 Tudor Revival masterwork , Stan 

Hywet (“Stone Quarry”) Hall in Akron, the 

1915 home of  Frank lin Seiberling, founder of 

the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. As the sixth 

largest historic home in the U.S. with 95% of 

its original furnishings, the venerable 70 -acre 

home boasts  65 rooms,  23 f ireplaces , and an 

Aeolian organ with 2,650 pipes.  

     The group also visited the President 

McKinley Memorial and Museum in Canton, 

climbing 108 steps to the final resting place 

of the assassinated 

leader, his wife, and 

two young daughters. 

The adjoining museum 

displayed his White 

House desk; anima- 

tronic figures of the 

President and his wife  
 

Ida greeting visitor s and speaking about their 

life;  and the fascinating “Street of Shops,” an 

authentic replica of a historic town to stroll 

through, with blacks mith, barber, hotel, fire  

 

department, 

grocery, milliner, 

lawyer’s office, 

and other neces- 

sities of  small-

town living . It 

was easy to wish 

for the “good old 

days” when seeing this nostalgic slice of life. 

     Last but not least, L & M visited the 

Victorian home of William H. Hoover, founder 

of the Hoover Vacuum Co . The “sweeping” 

panorama of cleaning up—from weighty manual 

vacuums to handheld “Twist & Vac” models 

with swivel nozzles —

captured the evolution 

of this device through 

amusing artifacts an d 

ads. The tour guide  

demonstrated an old -

time model which only 

worked when a diligent  

housewife balanced  on 

the bellows -type board 

and pumped hard with 

her legs as she swept up the dirt around her. 

After seeing this , all were grateful that those 

“good old days” were long gone. 

ô 

7 Mon Riverboat & Antique Auto Museum 
Highlights: 30-minute narrated cruise on authentic 
paddlewheeler on Susquehanna River (Harrisburg, PA); visit 
to Antique Automobile Club of America Museum with vintage 
cars, trucks, buses, and cycle. 1 lunch 

8-9 
Tues-Wed 

Foxwoods & Mohegan Sun Casino 
Highlights: Gamblers/shoppers dream come true: start off at 
Foxwoods Great Cedar Hotel & Fox Tower, with $20 slot, 
buffet dinner, breakfast voucher, & shopping at Tanger 
Outlets; fun continues next day at Mohegan Sun Casino with 
$15 meal voucher and $15 free bet. 

9 Wed PEZ Candy & Yale Peabody Museum 
Highlights: Tour of childhood-favorite candy factory in 
Orange, NJ; $2 credit for merchandise purchase; Museum of 
Natural History in New Haven, CT, with mummies, dinosaurs, 
gems & more. Lunch at Hibachi Grill & Buffet 

10 Thurs Hawaiian Island Show with Aloha Ashley at Split 
Rock Resort, Lake Harmony PA 
Highlights: Welcome reception with cake & beverages; lunch 
buffet; free time after to visit gift shop, indoor pool, bowling, 
movie, & bingo; then energetic show recreating tropical 
island music and ambience. 1 lunch 

10-11 
Thurs-Fri 

Block Island Express 
Highlights: One-hour ferry cruise to Block Island & historic 
National Hotel; shopping at 50 stores, art galleries, bird 
watching, hiking, fishing, sailing; narrated tour of island & 
free time to explore. 1 hot breakfast, 1 dinner 

11 Fri Hudson Valley Historic Sites 
Highlights: Martin Van Buren National Historic Site 
(Lindenwald, 1839) in Kinderhook, NY; Clermont State 
Historic Site (1782), home of Robert R. Livingston, Jr., who 
drafted Declaration of Independence & gave oath to 
Washington, among other achievements. 1 lunch 

12 Sat Baltimore Crab Feast & Inner Harbor 
Highlights: At Inner Harbor with dozens of shops, eateries,  
& waterfront attractions; Crab Feast at Phillips Harbor 
Restaurant, plus fried chicken, ribs, corn on cob, cole slaw, 
potato salad, green salad, watermelon, strawberry shortcake, 
& beverages; free time for shopping & touring. 

12 Sat Fall Doo Wop Cavalcade 
Highlights: Lancaster’s America Music Theatre show with  
Lou Christie, Jay Siegel’s Tokens, Legendary Teenagers, Vito 
Picone & The Elegants, Lenny Dell & The Dimensions, The 
Dubs, Randy & The Rainbows; & The Toys; stop at Rockvale 
Square Outlets. Lunch on your own 

12 Sat Rockvale Square Outlets 
Highlights: Rockvale Square Outlet spree in Lancaster, PA 
with over 90 stores & eateries. Lunch on your own 

  



13 Sun Cairnwood Estate & Bryn Athyn Cathedral 
Highlights: Tour of grand Beaux Arts country house (1895) of 
John Pitcairn, founder of Pittsburgh Plate Glass, with video, 
gift shop, gardens, & carriage house; tour of Gothic & 
Norman Cathedral, reminiscent of the Gloucester Cathedral 
in England. 1 lunch 

     L & M offers many trips that indulge in two 

special joys of life: entertainment and eating, 

and two recent trips brought in rave reviews 

from its passengers. The August trip, 

Boardwalk BBQ and Boat Ride, visited the 

Jefferson House in New Jersey for a lusciou s 

lunch and a lovely narrated cruise on Lake 

Hopatcong. Frances Trapani said she simply 

loved everything about the trip. Tina Esposito 

phoned the office to say she was having a 

wonderful time  and admired the beauty of the 

grounds. Linda Weeks Darby emailed how 

great the trip was and she even loved her aisle 

seat on the bus!  

     Marilyn Morse was ecstatic about her trip 

to the Mount Haven Resort in her email : 

On 8/4/15 a total of 12 adventurers 

embarked on a great day in the Poconos. 

WOW! What a trip! The breakfast buffet 

and the complete three -course dinner 

were wonderful —drinks were flowing all 

day—the entertainment was superb —the 

Joey Vincent Show —unbelievable talent —

the pool was a shimmering blue. Between 

the gorgeous scenery on the way back and 

forth, and our excellent  driver, Vincent, 

who was a great navigator and a wonderful 

person, this trip was an exciting journey in 

a beautiful rustic place.  

ô 

     L & M took a special two -day trip to see 

the Treasures of Rome . . . New York, that is!  

One stop was to Fort Stanwix, a colonial f ort 

that was built to guard t he main waterway and 

negotiate treaties during the American 

Revolution. It was all the more amazing to  

 
learn that the original fort was long buried 

under the urban sprawl of the city of Rome, 

and the current fort structure was 

meticulously reconstructed once those 

buildings were torn down in the 1970s and an 

intense archeological investigation was 

conducted. The historic fort  was completed in 

1976 in time for the U.S. Bicentennial  and is 

now run by the National Park Service . 

13 Sun Oysterfest & Jersey Shore Outlets 
Highlights: Asbury Park (NJ) Oysterfest with entertainment, 
kids’ amusements, 75 crafters and vendors, cooking demos; 
stop at Jersey Shore Premium Outlets in Tinton Falls (NJ) with 
more than 127 stores. Lunch on your own 

14 Mon Neil Diamond Tribute Show  
Highlights: Experience the “Feel of Neil” as Keith Allynn 
performs a musical tribute with “Song Sung Blue,” “Sweet 
Caroline,” among other songs; free time at Tropicana Casino, 
Atlantic City, NJ. $15 slot. Lunch on your own 

15 Tues Manilow Live! Mt. Airy Casino (PA) 
Highlights: Celebrate the peak of Manilow fever with a full 
band & baby grand piano playing “I Write the Songs,” 
“Copacabana,” & many hits. $20 slot. 1 lunch buffet 

15 Tues Voice of Legends: Eric Kearns 
Highlights: Singing impressionist Kearns performs Sinatra, 
Presley, Diamond, Martin, Davis, Mathis, Durante, 
Armstrong, Humperdinck, Cash, Vinton, & more at Tropicana 
in Atlantic City, NJ. $5 L & M coupon for future day trip;  
$15 slot. 1 lunch buffet. 24-seat mini-bus 

15-21 
Tues-Mon 

Nashville & Memphis, TN 
Highlights: Welcome dinner in Wytheville, VA; docent tour of 
Belmont Mansion (1849) in Nashville; audio-guided tour of 
Elvis Presley’s home Graceland in Memphis, with custom jets, 
automobile museum, On-Tour exhibit, “Elvis Lives: The King & 
Pop Culture,” garden, gift shop, lunch at Chrome Grille (lunch 
voucher included); guided tour of Memphis; Beale Street, 
home of Blues; Memphis Rock ‘n’ Soul Museum; tour of 
French Victorian Woodruff-Fontaine House (1871); Country 
Music Hall of Fame & Museum; dinner show at Nashville 
Night Life Theatre; guided tour of Belle Meade Plantation 
(1845). 6 continental breakfasts; 1 lunch, 1 show, 5 dinners 

17-18 
Thurs-Fri 

Washington, DC 
Highlights: Exhibits at newly renovated White House Visitor 
Center & film “White House: Reflections from Within”; visit 
to National Gallery of Art & Sculpture Gardens; walking tour 
of Library of Congress; gallery tour of Bureau of Engraving & 
Printing; free time at National Mall for other museums.  
1 continental breakfast, 1 dinner 

19 Sat Festival of the Seas & Jersey Shore Outlets 
Highlights: Voted Best Festival for years at Point Pleasant 
Beach, festival offers hundreds of vendors, entertainment, & 
seafood delicacies as crab cakes, shrimp skewers, paella, & 
bisques; stop at Jersey Shore Premium Outlets with 120 
stores. Lunch on your own. 24-seat mini-bus 

19 Sat Penn Dutch Amish Tour 
Highlights: Guided tour of the heart of Amish farmlands; stop 
at Kitchen Kettle Village (does not include Amish home visit); 
lunch at Good ‘N’ Plenty. 



20 Sun New England State Fair (Storrowton Day) 
Highlights: The “Big E,” New England’s autumn tradition & 
fifth largest fair in North America; hundreds of vendors, top 
entertainers; thrill shows; agricultural displays; arts & crafts; 
Mardi Gras Parade at 5 p.m. Lunch on your own 

     The highlight of the Rome trip  was riding 

the Erie Canal, albeit the third version of the 

historic waterway that changed the nation.  

 
Under clear blue skies, the boat cruised on 

the calm waters and the captain pointed o ut 

vestiges of the old 363 -mile canal towpath, 

where mules pulled barges hauling tons of 

cargo in the 1800s. Most exciting was being 

“locked up” and watching the complex lock 

technology of the time —and still working  

without a hitch —in which the water raise s and 

lowers the boat up to 20 feet before the 

gates open to allow it  to continue. It was 

history come alive to be on the Erie Canal and 

to imagine when it was fully bustling and once 

considered the “Eighth Wonder of the World.” 

ô 
     Another notable trip in August was to 

Poland Spring, Maine, where L & M stayed at 

its eponymous resort. It was a curious 

experience, like traveling back in a time 

capsule to an age before Wifi, LED TV 

screens, and magnetic cards that open hotel 

doors. It was, in fact, a tad difficult to “get 

used to” not having typical modern -hotel  

 
amenities in the room s like hair dryer, little 

bottles of shampoo and lotion, Internet 

connection—even a phone! One actually opened 

the door with a heavy -duty key and the 

television still had an old -fashioned tube. 

Wake-up calls were “hand-delivered,” with 

someone from the front desk rapping on the 

door. Yet, after a couple of days, a remarkable 

transformation was bound to happen if one 

was open to it: it was almost hard to  leave. 

The grounds were tranquil, the  entertaining  

21 Mon Fiesta De San Gennaro 
Highlights: At Li Greci’s Staaten (Staten Island, NY) All Star 
Musical Review with Andre & Cirelli from Las Vegas & Atlantic 
City & the Gondolier Show Band; one-hour open bar, salad, 
pasta or soup, sirloin of beef, chicken parmesan or sole 
oreganato, dessert, & beverages. 24-seat mini-bus 

22 Tues A Day With Elvis & Boat Tour 
Highlights: Coffee & cookies served on arrival at Jefferson 
House on Lake Hopatcong (NJ), followed by dancing to “The 
King’s” greatest songs, & lunch of roast turkey, potatoes, 
veggies, dessert, & beverages; narrated tour of lake. (Boat 
ride weather permitting) 

24 Thurs New England State Fair (Massachusetts Day) 
Highlights: The “Big E,” New England’s autumn tradition & 
fifth largest fair in North America; hundreds of vendors, top 
entertainers; thrill shows; agricultural displays; arts & crafts; 
Mardi Gras Parade at 5 p.m. Lunch on your own 

25 Fri Antique & Collector’s Extravaganza 
Highlights: Renninger’s Antiques & Farmers Market in 
Kutzown (PA) has thousands of antique dealers, specialty 
shops, & restaurants, plus farm produce, baked goods, & 
fresh flowers. Lunch on your own 

26 Sat Miller’s & Penn Dutch Amish Tour 
Highlights: Guided tour of the heart of Amish farmlands; stop 
at Kitchen Kettle Village; lunch at Miller’s. 

26 Sat Lavender By the Bay & Maritime Festival 
Highlights: East Marion, NY’s premier lavender farm & one of 
the largest in the US, with 20 varieties of lavender on 17 
acres; entry fee used for purchases in shop; visit to Maritime 
Festival, East End Seaport Museum in Greenport, with classic 
boats, entertainment, arts & crafts, local food, oyster 
shucking. Lunch on your own. 24-seat mini-bus 

27 Sun New England State Fair (Grange Day) 
Highlights: The “Big E,” New England’s autumn tradition  
& fifth largest fair in North America; hundreds of vendors, 
top entertainers; thrill shows; agricultural displays; arts & 
crafts; Mardi Gras Parade at 5 p.m. Lunch on your own  

27 Sun Celtic Classic Highland Games & Festival 
Highlights: 27th Annual Celtic Classic in Bethlehem, PA 
celebrating Irish, Scottish, & Welsh culture, with 6 stages, live 
entertainment, athletic competitions, fiddles, pipe band, 
Highland dancing, Celtic crafts & merchandise, food vendors. 
Lunch on your own. 24-seat mini-bus 

27 Sun Apple Picking & Woodbury Common 
Highlights: Pick & buy your own apples in an orchard; stop at 
Woodbury Common Premium Outlets with 220 stores & 
eateries. Coupon book. Lunch on your own 

  



28 Mon Villa Roma Resort—Fall Foliage (Callicoon, NY) 
Highlights: Refreshments upon arrival, followed by hayride 
through Catskills; then lunch with fruit cup, pumpkin soup, 
turkey, loin of pork or tilapia, assorted veggies & dessert; & 
lively musical with pop vocalist Jenna Esposito. 

program of classic pop songs from the 195 0s, 

1960s, and 1970s was rejuvenating , and that 

“front porch” under  the massive columns of 

the main bu ilding had the best rockers and  

 

the best views of 

gorgeous sunsets. 

After sightseeing all 

day, it became a 

place of re st and 

relaxation miles 

from the hectic 21 st  

century. A  sign by 

the front door 

reads: “Stress 

Free Zone.” Poland Spring indeed provides  a 

truly simple  vacation, an opportunity  to see 

what we need to leave behind sometimes and —

at least fo r a few days —not really caring . 

ô 
     Oops! In the August issue of Connections, 

we reported that Robert Cohn ate a bison 

burger on his Collette trip to Pike’s Peak in 

Colorado. He wanted to set the record 

straight that it was in fact not a bison 

burger—which he actually l ikes—but an ELK 

burger, which he said was as hard as a rock! 

Our apologies to Robert and to bisons and elks 

everywhere. But this gives us a chance to 

announce upcoming wildlife trips that will give 

everyone an opportunity  to enjoy some live 

national treasu res in their natural habitats: 

Maine’s Mountains, Mines, and Moose (6/20 -

23, 2016) and the Polar Bear Express to the 

wilds of Canada in 2016. Promise: no burgers ! 

29 Tues Mahayana Temple & Chuang Yen Monastery 
Highlights: In Catskills, NY, visit Mahayana Temple with the 
bridge of longevity, lake of setting free, Buddha Hall, & 
Guanyin Hall; Chuang Yen Monastery in Putnam County, with 
Kuan-Yin Hall, designed by I.M. Pei and the world’s largest 
porcelain Buddha statue. 1 vegetarian lunch 

Sept 29-
Oct 7 
Tues-Wed 

Nova Scotia, Halifax, Prince Edward Island 
Highlights: FDR’s retreat Campobello Island; guided tour of 
Saint John & visit to Reversing Falls, the highest in the world; 
New Brunswick Museum; pass over Confederation Bridge & 
tour of Prince Edward Island; Founders’ Hill, Canada’s Birth-
place Pavilion; Anne of Green Gables Museum; free time to 
explore Kensington; Red Shores Racetrack & Casino; Ferry to 
Caribou, Nova Scotia; Bedford Institute of Oceanography & 
Sea Pavilion; Fisherman’s Cover with crafts & eateries; guided 
tour of Halifax; the Citadel; the Hydrostone; picture stop at 
Peggy’s Cove; Province House, Canada’s oldest seat of 
government; Maritime Museum of the Atlantic; Grand-Pré 
National Historic Site of Canada as center of Acadian 
settlement; Memory Lane Railway Museum; 3-hour ferry 
crossing over Bay of Fundy; stop at L.L. Bean in Freeport, ME. 
Valid passport or enhanced NY Driver’s License required.  
8 continental breakfasts, 4 dinners 

Sept 30-
Oct 2 
Wed-Fri 

Lucille Ball Dinner Cruise & More 
Highlights: Finger Lakes Boating Museum; Desilu Playhouse 
at Jamestown, NY; Lucy-Desi Museum with exhibits & 
memorabilia; guided Lucytown Tour including Lucy’s birth 
house & grave; Roger Tory Peterson Institute of Natural 
History; dinner cruise on Chautauqua Lake; 50-year-old Ecklof 
Bakery plus loaf of Swedish Rye Limpa Bread! 2 continental 
breakfasts, 1 dinner, 1 dinner cruise & bread 

 

 

 

 

 

We all at 
L & M Tours 

wish you a  

Happy 
Labor Day 

& 
A Colorful Fall! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SECOND WINNER OF THE L & M RAFFLE 

Luis Gallego 
Please continue to send your photos and short written reflections on your trips to 

info@lmtours.net 
All who submit will be eligible for a drawing every three months for valuable L&M prizes! 

Submissions may be edited for space limitations. 

Please write!  ? 

mailto:info@lmtours.net


SURPRISE BOX 
Getting to Know . . . OHIO! 

L & M loves to visit this state on Lake Erie. Last year, passengers visited the Ohio Amish in the heart of Holmes County, 
which is the most densely populated Amish county in the country. (Be sure to catch Ohio’s neighbors, the Indiana 
Amish, on October 19-23—but that’s another story!). This summer, L & M went to Cleveland, Akron, and Canton, and 
for six days, from October 26-31, L & M will head to Western Ohio to explore Cincinnati and Columbus (along with 
Louisville, KY). Here are some interesting facts about the seventeenth state. 

 

Cedar Point amusement park in the Lake Erie town of Sandusky is 
“Roller Coaster Capital of the World” with 16 roller coasters, four of 
which are over 200 feet tall. The steel roller coaster Millennium Force 
has broken six world records as tallest, fastest, longest, and steepest.  
It has a 45-degree lift hill with a 300-foot drop, two tunnels, three 
overbanked turns, and a top speed of 93 mph. Some L & M passengers 
saw it from their evening cruise on Lake Erie and even shrieked as the 
car dropped downhill and zoomed around the tracks! 

 

The first police car in the U.S. was designed and used in Akron by 
Collins Buggy Co. in 1899, cost $2,400, ran on two 4-horsepower 
electric motors, and could speed along at a breakneck 18 miles per 
hour! Featuring electric lights, bells, and a stretcher, it could hold 12 
passengers. From this first auto comes the term “squad car” because 
it could carry the entire police squad at one time. First arrest: a drunk 
and disorderly resident of Akron! . . . In another related “first,” on 
August 5, 1914, the American Traffic Signal Co. installed the first 
electric traffic signal system in Cleveland, with “Stop” and “Move” 
signs that helped police direct the flow of traffic during emergencies. 

 
 

 

Ohio is the only U.S. state with no rectangular flag. Designed in 1901 and called the 
Ohio Burgee, it has a swallowtail shape. Ohio adopted an official salute for the flag 
and a 17-step procedure for folding it. The O is surrounded by 13 stars representing 
the original states, and four stars at the peak of the blue triangle make it 17, marking 
Ohio as the 17th state to join the Union. . . . Speaking of flags, in 1958, 17-year-old 
student, Robert G. Heft, in a Lancaster, OH, high school was assigned the project of  

designing 50 stars into the American flag to recognize the new states of Alaska and Hawaii. He spent 12½ hours 
hand-stitching his idea with $2.87 worth of red, white, and blue cloth, but his history teacher gave him B- for “lack of 
originality.” Heft’s design was submitted to Congress along with 1,500 entries, and was he amazed when President 
Eisenhower telephoned him to say his design had been chosen as the winner! Heft’s teacher quickly changed his 
grade to A. Heft now has approval for a design with 51 stars whenever another state will be added to the Union! 

 

Ohio is also nicknamed the “Mother 
of Presidents” as eight of our leaders 
have claimed Ohio as their home 
and birthplace: William Henry 
Harrison, his grandson Benjamin 
Harrison, Ulysses S. Grant, 
Rutherford B. Hayes, James A. 
Garfield, William McKinley, William 
Howard Taft, and Warren G. 
Harding. L & M passengers were 
very impressed with the McKinley 
Memorial in Canton.   

Virginia also claims fame as being 
“Mother” of these eight presidents: 
Washington, Jefferson, Madison, 
Monroe, Tyler, Taylor, Wilson, and, 
yes, technically, William Henry 
Harrison, who was born in VA but 
claimed OH as his home and is 
buried in North Bend. . . . Finally, 
Ohio is also the most decisive “swing 
state” in presidential elections. Since 
1961, whichever candidate won 
Ohio always won the election. 

 

 


